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FROM YOUR EDITORS 

The time is here again to turn  over a new page o n our calendars ; however, as 

2009 is ending  most of us are scrambling ,  trying to remember where we put the 

new 2010 calendar we bought two or three months ago.    

With each New Year, traditionally some new changes seem to appear. Hopefully 

you noticed that the Live Wire has a new face; one that was not decided on 

easily but a fter many mock ups were reviewed, was deemed the best fit for our 

newsletter.  

In the coming months new articles and features are planned for the Live Wire 

ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅ 4ÈÅ "2!23 ÆÁÍÉÌÙƘ ÄÏÎƦÔ ÍÉÓÓ Á ÔÈÉÎÇƗ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ 

the last page each month.    

JANUARY 4, 2009 CLUB MEETING  

Dave Anderson, K4SV from Tryon, NC will be our guest speaker at the January 4th Club meeting.  He will 

present a program on EME and advanced station grounding.  Plan now to attend and take advantage of 

this useful information.  

http://us.fotolia.com/id/16792591


BRARS BOARD &CLUB MEETING DATES 
 

The BRARS Board of Directors and Club 
 meets on the first Monday of each month unless otherwise announced.                

The BRARS Board of Directors meets at 6pm prior to the Club meeting.  Club members and 
guest gather at 7pm for coffee and doughnuts; the meeting begins at 7:30pm.  Monday, 
December 7, 2009                                                              

     2010 Meeting Schedule  

January4       February 1            March 1  April 5           May 3  June 7 

July 5           August 2                 September 6        October 4      November1      December 6 

 

CONGRATULATIONS BRARS 

For The Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society, this is a very special year. 2010 marks the 50th 

anniversary of the year our Club began.   

Ray Allison, K4SUG is a Charter member of The BRARS, and shared with me his memory of the night 

the Club began.  Unlike a group of HAMs planning to begin a club today, there was no advertising; 

ÎÏ ÏÎÅ ÔÏÏË ÐÁÇÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÐÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÏÕÔÌÉÎÉÎÇ ȰÈÏ×ȱ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ be done.  The BRARS began with 

four men, all licensed amateur radio operators with a vision of furthering interest in the hobby in 

the community.  Without ballots or an election it was decided that Harry Calloway, K4LBV would be 

President; Roy Lindsey, K4QDV would be Vice President; David Slice, K4JNT would be 

Secretary/Treasurer; and Ray would be the first member at large.   

Quietly and without fanfare The Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society was born.  As 2009 comes to a 

close and we begin 2010 my wish for our Club is that each of us try and reach back for some of the 

ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÆÏÕÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËȠ Ȱ(Ï× ÃÁÎ ) ÓÈÁÒÅ ÁÍÁÔÅÕÒ ÒÁÄÉÏ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÙ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȩȱ  

                                                                                 Joy Robinson, K3JOY 

 

From the Board of Directors  

It is the policy of the Board of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society that should any member of the 

Club have an issue with something the leadership of the Club is doing, the member is encouraged to 

bring their concerns to the attention of the Board at any Board meeting or to the membership of the 

Club at any regularly scheduled Club meeting.  Further, the actions of the Board may be reviewed 

by any member of the Club at any time. 

 



BRARS CLUB DUES     

It is time once again to pay your BRARS Club dues.  Karen Taylor, KB3HVF will be prepared 

to issue your receipts and take digital photos at the January Club meeting for Club 

membership cards.  Dues not paid at the meeting may be mailed to Karen at the addr ess 

below .  ALL CHECKS SHOULD BE MADE PAYABLE TO BRARS.  

Dues are as follows:      Karen Taylor, KB3HVF  
Individual     $ 20.00  205 Crowflock Court  
Each additional family member  $ 10.00  Simpsonville, SC  29680 
Student     $ 10.00 
Over age 65 members    $ 15.00 
Non-licensed associate member  $ 10.00 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER THAT PER THE CLUB BYLAWS ALL CLUB DUES MUST BE PAID NO LATER 
THAN FEBRUARY 28TH EACH YEAR. 

 
 

Ham License Testing Sessions                  

 !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÅÒÅÄ ÂÙ 6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒ %ØÁÍÉÎÅÒÓ ɉ6%ɊȭÓ 
 

       For all tests you need to bring the following: 

 Photo ID (such as Drivers License or State ID)  

 Original and photocopy of your current Radio License, if applicable 
 (as well as any CSCE's you will present for verification for upgrades) 
 Social Security Card or FCC-issued Registration Number 
 Arrive at least 15 minutes early  to complete paperwork 

Be sure to bring everything you need - and Good Luck! 
 

Greenville - 3rd Saturday of each month at the Red Cross Building 940 Grove Rd. (near 

Greenville Memorial Hospital) Begins 8:30 AM. Fee is $10.00                                                

Contact:   Steve Shaffer, AF4RN    Map Here 

Spartanburg - 2nd Tuesday of every even-numbered month at the Red Cross 104 Garner Rd. 

(off Pine St- US176) Testing begins at  7 PM.   Contact: Fritz, W4NTO, @ 864-583-6716.     

Map Here  

 IS THIS YOU?  

If you are one of those wonderful folks who always have your camera on hand, please share 

your photos with the Live Wire.  Simply email your treasures with a short explanation of the 

event or names of the folks pictured to Phil at mastercarpentry@grnail.com or Joy at 

K3JOY@bellsouth.net.   We would love to make you part of the Live Wire staff. 

file://hpmediavault/FileShare/Joy/%3chttp:/maps.google.com/maps%3ff=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=940+Grove+Rd+Greenville+SC&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=22.987313,36.035156&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=940+Grove+Rd,+Greenville,+South+Carolina+29605&ll=34.821836,-82.417073&spn=0.011591,0.017595&z=15&iwl
file://hpmediavault/FileShare/Joy/%3chttp:/maps.google.com/maps%3ff=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Red+Cross+Spartanburg+SC&sll=34.821836,-82.417073&sspn=0.011591,0.017595&g=940+Grove+Rd+Greenville+SC&ie=UTF8&hq=Red+Cross&hnear=Spartanburg,+SC&ll=34.991894,-81.928139&spn=0.046267,0.070381&z=1
mailto:mastercarpentry@grnail.com
mailto:K3JOY@bellsouth.net


HAS YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGED   

If your email address has changed recently, or, if it changes in the future, please remember to notify 

the BRARS Club Secretary, Rusty Kirkpatrick at jrustyef@bellsouth.net so that you will continue to 

receive the Live Wire regularly. 

 

LADIES!  

The Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society Honors Women With 

Ȱ4(% ,!$)%3 #/2.%2ȱ 

4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÒÉÇÈÔȦ  4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ our very own area with vendors 

who are bringing wonderful items that we will enjoy not just looking at but 

purchasing for our very own. 

.Ï× ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ Á ÓÅÃÒÅÔ ÓÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÁÎÙÂÏÄÙ ÂÕÔ ) ÁÍ ÓÏ 

excited I simply cannot keep it to myself any longer.  I hope you guessed it from 

ÔÈÅ ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅȠ Ȱ9%3ȱ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÕÃÔÉÏÎ!  I have wanted to go to an 

auction all my life; this will be my first and I will probably have to sit on my 

hands to keep from bidding on everything.  The list of donated items for the 

auction will begin to be posted on the HamFest webpage in a few weeks. 

  An absolutely wonderful celebrity (who you will all want to meet) has agreed to 

be our auctioneer so plan now to join us for this most fun HamFest ever!  

Oh, by the way, tell your husbands, dads, brothers, and cousins that they are 

invited also. 

Joy, K3JOY 

mailto:jrustyef@bellsouth.net


7ÉÎÔÅÒÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ Ȱφρȱ 2ÅÐÅÁÔÅÒ 

On December 10, Ray Allison, K4SUG, our Repeater Custodian and Gary Robinson, KI4DOS, 

a member of the Repeater Committee ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ #ÁÅÓÁÒȭÓ Head Mountain to close the 

ÓÈÕÔÔÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÎÔÅÒÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ Ȱφρȱ 2ÅÐÅÁÔÅÒ shack.  Ray and Gary reported that fortunately the 

trip was completed without any problem even though there had been ice on the mountain a 

few days before.  Our thanks to Ray and Gary for their time and effort; and to Gary for 

taking along a camera so that we could all get an idea of what the repeater site looks like.  

 

 

  

 



BRARS Club Meeting Minutes for December 4, 2009 

BRARS Club Mtg. 

Dec. 4, 2009 

 

Meeting was called to order by Johnny, WD4DYH at 7:35. 

All members and visitors present were welcomed. 

 

Secretary: Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

 

Treasurer: Robert reported that all of our bills were currently paid and dues were coming 

in. 

 

Net Report: Ray reported we had 2526 check-ins, 80 pieces of traffic, and 31 sessions for 

the month of November 2009. 

 

Officer Reports: 

None 

 

Committee Reports: 

Hamfest: 

A Hamfest committee meeting was held on November 22, 2009 and 4 club members were 

present. The committee had a chance to talk about the things we want to do at this ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 

Hamfest. Our club site is now www.upstatehamfest.com and everyone should watch for 

updates as we get near to the Hamfest date. We are going to have a section at the Hamfest 

that is directed toward the women who come to the event and the wives of those who 

come. Joy, K3JOY, has agreed to head up setting up this section of the Hamfest. She has a 

number of things planned and will tell us what is going on as we get closer to the date of 

the event. We are going to do some different things when it comes to door prizes in that we 

will have a radio as the major prize and a lot of different radio related items. We have been 

designated as the SC Section Convention for 2010. This Hamfest will be celebrating the 50th 

year of the club and the 48th consecutive Hamfest; a banner will be put up to show this. 

Buddy has agreed to head up the food sales and we are looking for at least 4 volunteers to 

help in the kitchen. Robert will be in charge of the gate ticket sales. Joy has volunteered to 

handle the presale of tickets this year. Since we will not be competing with Birmingham for 

vendors we should be able to get a number of new vendors at our Hamfest. The next 

meeting of the Hamfest committee will be in January 2010. 

 

 

 

http://www.upstatehamfest.com/


Field Day: 

Josh reported that he is going to be moving the site to the northern end of Greenville 

county for Field Day.  If you have a site to recommend please contact Josh. Josh also stated 

that he is looking for a co-chairman to help with the event. 

 

Mini FD: There is a mini-&$ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅÄ ÆÏÒ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ $ÅÃȢ ρςȟ πω ÁÔ *ÏÈÎÎÙȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ 

 

Repeater Committee: No changes since last month. 

 

Old Business: 

Membership has been taken on by Karen Taylor effective December 2009. 

 

New Business: 

Donation to Red Cross.   Joy, K3JOY made a motion to increase the donation to $300 to be 

presented at the January meeting. Motion was seconded and passed by the membership.  A 

member of the staff from the Red Cross will be invited to the January meeting to be 

presented the check. 

 

Applications: 

Lewis W. Cheek, N4CO 112 Northfield Lane, Simpsonville, SC 29681 Extra 

Approved for membership. 

 

Club Drawing: 

Buddy Rogers, KA4END $50.00 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Rusty Kirkpatrick, AJ4RK 

Secretary 

 

 

ARRL News 

Marc Tarplee, N4UFP, of Rock Hill, has been appointed the new ARRL South Carolina Section 
Manager. He will complete the term of Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, who was elected ARRL Roanoke Division 
Vice Director last month. When Boehner announced that he was stepping down from the Section 
Manager post he has held since January 2003, he recommended Tarplee, the South Carolina Section 
Technical Coordinator, for the position. Tarplee and Boehner both take on their new positions 
January 1, 2010.  According to the Rules and Regulations of the ARRL Field Organization, when a 
vacancy in the office of Section Manager occurs between elections, the position is filled by 
appointment by the Membership and Volunteer Programs Manager in consultation with that 
Division's Director. MVP Manager Dave Patton, NN1N, consulted with Roanoke Division Director 
Dennis Bodson, W4PWF. Tarplee has been South Carolina's Technical Coordinator for almost seven 



years, first appointed by Boehner in January 2003. Tarplee's term of office as Section Manager will 
continue through December 31, 2010.  
 
Surfin': A Wireless Dilema  

It's a wireless world! It seems like every day another electronic gizmo joins the radio-controlled 
ranks of gizmos. That's fine -- unless you are a ham trying to transceive in a wireless world. 
Wireless equipment transmissions have been interfering with our ham receivers since just about 
Day One and we have learned  

how to deal with that problem. But what about ham radio transmissions interfering with wireless 
equipment receivers? In a recent e-mail, a Surfin' reader asked, "I wonder if the topic of wireless 
routers used in the ham shack has ever comes up? I expect a large percentage of hams use wireless 
in their homes, and I imagine many are like me and have their Internet connection and router in the 
shack, close to their amplifier. 

"I had used satellite Internet until a few months ago, when I switched to a local WiFi network. The 
WiFi network is faster and less expensive than satellite, but the WiFi system seems to be more 
sensitive to the particular type of router I use. I used a D-link router successfully with the satellite 
system, but it tends to disconnect at random with the WiFi system. "I was told by the WiFi provider 
that they had good luck with Belkin routers, so I got a Belkin unit. It does not disconnect at random, 
but it does disconnect when I transmit more than about 500 W. I've tried all the usual things: 
Ferrite cores on the cables, grounding the unit, etc., but nothing helped. It simply must not be 
designed for an RF environment. So I would like to find out which wireless routers other hams use 
that does not have problems when they transmit high power."- Stan Horzepa WA1LOU 

ARRL IN Action: What have we been up to lately?  

In the ARRL's annual elections, two new Vice Directors were elected: Kermit Carlson, W9XA, in the 
Central Division and Jim Boehner, N2ZZ, in the Roanoke Division. Ten incumbent Section Managers 
-- three of whom faced opposition -- will keep their posts for another two year term. 

The ARRL Development Office began the last part of the Spectrum Defense campaign. The ARRL 
uses the money raised for this fund to defend the Amateur Radio frequencies. The City of Manassas, 
Virginia looks to end BPL to residential and commercial subscribers. The ARRL has opposed BPL in 
this community since its inception due to harmful interference it causes to the radio amateurs. 

The ARRL announced that it had teamed up with a software developer to provide a new suite of 
Amateur Radio mobile software designed specifically for use with the Apple's iPhone and iPod 
Touch. 

ARRL Regulatory Information Manager Dan Henderson, N1ND, and ARRL General Counsel Chris 
Imlay, W3KD, participated in a Webinar to discuss the issues behind, and the reasoning for, the 
ARRL's recent report, The Commercialization of Amateur Radio: The Rules, The Risks, The Issues. 
The Webinar was hosted by ARRL Atlantic Division Director Bill Edgar, N3LLR. The ARRL Contest 
Branch sent out the certificates and plaques for the 2009 ARRL RTTY Roundup. They also report 
that they have received 1713 logs for the phone portion of the 2009 ARRL November Sweepstakes 
and 1523 logs for the CW portion. 

 




