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Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Society 

May 1, 2006 Club Meeting Minutes 

 

Tickets were sold for the May 6, 2006 Ham Fest 
prior to the meeting. 
 
Johnny Allison, club president called the meeting to 
order. 
Introductions of all present followed. 
 
The following announcements were made: 

• The club needs correct e-mail addresses for 
all members who would like to receive the 
Livewire via e-mail.  The Livewire will 
continue to be mailed to all members who 
either do not have e-mail or prefer not to 
receive it in this manner. 

• An invitation was given for all present to 
attend the Ham Fest and bring their friends.  
Any person wishing to help in any capacity 
will be welcomed. 

• A donation can has been placed beside the 
coffee and doughnuts for anyone who would 
like to give a little something.   Coffee and 
doughnuts are still free.  Donations are 
strictly voluntary and this decision was 
approved by your Board of Directors. 

• Information is still needed on accurate 
ARRL membership.  Members present 

graciously agreed to mark this information 
beside their names on the sign in sheet. 

• Members who have not paid their dues for 
2006 are still encouraged to due so.  
However … per Section 1 (e) Membership 
renewals received after March 1, will be 
handled as a new membership application.  
Please do not let this discourage anyone 
who has not yet paid their dues.  You will be 
welcomed! 

• 2006 club rosters have been mailed.  There 
were a few copies for members present who 
had not received theirs at the meeting. 

 
Treasurers Report:  Josh Owens delivered the 
treasures report.  Copies are available on request. 
 
Repeater Committee:  Ray Allison, K4SUG states 
that there is nothing to report at this time.  
Everything is up and running fine. 
 
Secretary Report:  Minutes of the last club 
meeting were not read.  Joy failed to place them in 
her briefcase.  These minutes were published in the 
April Livewire. 
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Old Business: 

 

Ham Fest Committee:  Matt Andrews, KF4NXS 
reported that three persons are still needed to work 
at the main gate on Saturday.  Set up will begin at 
4:00 pm on Friday.  The speaker system was 
installed on Sunday.  It has been tested and 
everything works as it should. 
 
New Business:  New memberships were voted on.  
The club voted to accept the following: 
Mike D. Hart, KG4S 
Tyler L. Gaillard, KT4XD 
Please join your club officers and board member in 
welcoming these new members.  Their contact 
information has been added to the club roster and 
can be found at the end of the meeting minutes. 
 
A new inventory needs to be taken of all club 
equipment.  Someone to chair this committee is 
needed.  If you will please assist with this task 
contact either Johnny Allison, club president or Joy 
Dickert, club secretary. 
 
Program: 

A most interesting program was presented by Joe 
Patterson of the Greenville County Sheriff’s Office 
and L. Scot Wendelken. 
Joe Patterson is the Alarm Billing Coordinator for 
the Sheriff’s Office and largely responsible for 911 
call dispatch as well as dispatch to emergency 
situations such as an airplane crash.  Joe explained 
that not all those who receive the 911 calls are 
deputies.  If you need a little excitement in your life 
… think about filling one of these positions 
Scot Wendelken is Director of the County of 
Greenville Office of Emergency Management.  He 
presented a very informative talk on the EOC along 
with a slide show.  This includes but is not limited 
to weather emergencies.  There are ways for the 
Ham community to become involved.  After Scot’s 
presentation a field trip was taken to the EOC by all 
present who were interested. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Please note the following additions and 

corrections to the 2006 club roster.  If you found 

that your listing needs corrections please contact 

Joy Dickert, club secretary 

(KI4DWN@bellsouth.net). 

 

Additions: 

Tyler L. Gaillard, KT4XD 
206 Windsong Drive 
Greenville SC  29615 
864-288-8656 
tyler@neteve.com 
 
Mike D. Hart, KG4S 
116 Shady Acres Circle 
Greenville SC  29611 
864-630-2168 
 
Amor R. Klotzbach, W2FY 
311 Laruel Ridge Drive 
Pickens SC  29671 
864-878-8371 
 
Arthur J. O’Leary, W4PTY 
7 Norwich Drive 
Greenville SC  29609 
864-232-5968 
 
Pat O’Leary, KD4OTF 
7 Norwich Drive 
Greenville SC  29609 
864-232-5968 
 
Corrections: 

KF4RVH, James D. Norris 
(mmjnorris@aol.com) 
 
KE4RNF, Joe Swafford 
864-269-4860 
(joeswafford@charter.net) 
 
KI4ABS, Eric Mullinax 
(dashaund@charter.net) 
 
W4IGH, Gary Hoxit 
864-238-0083 
 
KI4GYN, Samuel David Smith 
(sdavidsmith@bellsouth.net) 
 
N5YOH, Lonnie W. Philpot 
 
KD4OZJ, Wayne D. Duncan 
(kd4ozj@charter.net) 
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KG4KAZ, Jane H. Duncan 
(kd4ozj@charter.net) 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

MINUTES May 22, 2006 

 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:20 pm by Johnny 
Allison, President 
 
Introduction of attendees: 
Present were WD4DYH, Johnny Allison, KI4DWN, 
Joy Dickert, KG4PFJ, Josh Owens, KI4DOS, Gary 
Robinson, KG4PFI, Don Lollis, W4IKO, Rusty 
Kirkpatrick, K4SUG, Ray Allison, and K4AY, 
Chris Fite, guest. 
 
Secretary’s Report: 
Minutes of the March and April BOD meeting were 
read by Joy Dickert.  Minutes were approved by the 
board. 
 
Treasure’s Report: 
Given by Josh Owens 
 
Repeater Committee Report: 
Ray reports that there is an issue with the IRLP on 
the 146.82 repeater.  A new chip has been ordered 
and will be installed to correct the problem. 
 
Old Business: 

 

Ham Fest: 
Josh Owens gave the detail of all expensives of the 
Ham Fest and the amount of money earned.  When 
the final bill to the fairgrounds for the site fees and 
cart rental is subtracted, a profit of about $1900.00 
was made.  Obviously the 2006 Ham Fest was quite 
a success. 
The final detail and profit figures will be given at 
the next club meeting June 6.   
 
New Business: 

 

Rusty Kirkpatrick has volunteered to be the Ham 
Fest chairman for 2007.  As president of the club, 
Johnny Allison appointed Rusty to this position.  
The entire BOD present agreed with this 
appointment … Welcome Rusty.  You have been 
appointed. 
 

The practice of requiring payment of club dues at 
the time an application is received has been 
changed.  This was voted on by the BOD and 
passed.  In the future applications will be accepted, 
presented to the BOD and approved, and then 
brought to club at the following club meeting for a 
vote to accept or reject the application as always.  If 
the new applicant is voted in, club fees will be due 
at that time.  No application will become effective 
and no membership card will be issued until club 
fees are paid.  As the constitution does not currently 
address this subject, an amendment will be written 
and brought to the club for a vote. 
 
Club tape recorder: 
The tape recorder that has been used for years to 
record club meetings, BOD meetings and other club 
functions requiring documentation has died.  A new 
digital recorder has been purchased for the same 
purposes.  This recorder will allow meetings to be 
copied directly to a computer hard drive and copied 
to a CD.  CDs have a much longer life than tapes 
and take up a lot less space for storage.  The cost of 
the recorder was $99.99 plus tax for a total of 
$106.04.  This amount was voted on by the BOD 
and approved. 
 
Field Day 2006: 
Johnny Allison formally kicked of Field Day, June 
24 & 25 2006. 
Chris Fite has been approached to chair this 
function.  Chris, who has served in this position last 
year (and did a wonderful job) has accepted.  A 
discussion of equipment and volunteers needed 
followed.  Details of the 2006 Field Day will be 
announced at the June 6 club meeting. 

 
Motion to adjourn BOD meeting.  Meeting 
adjourned.   
 

Items Wanted/For Sale: 

Wanted: Cushcraft R7 trap sections for 15 meters 
and 17 meters. Will also consider complete antenna 
if available. Call Ted / W4NE at 234-7869 or send 
email to w4ne@juno.com. 

If you wish to list items for sale or items you are 
wanting in this newsletter please send your listing to 
w4iko@bellsouth.net by the 15th of the month. 
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April 2006 Club Meeting Program 

Phillip Yanov  has agreed to put on a program 

about APRS for us at the next club meeting. 

 

The following articles are reprinted by permission 

from the ARRL Monthly newsletter. 

 

 
LOGBOOK OF THE WORLD REACHES 100 

MILLION QSO MARK 

 
ARRL Chief Operating Officer Harold Kramer, 
WJ1B, has announced that the Logbook of the 
World (LoTW) now contains more than 100 million 
individual QSO records.  
 
"With the end of the solar cycle upon us, I think this 
is just great," Kramer said. "It is exciting to see this 
level of activity in what is supposed to be a 'dead' 
period. It is gratifying to see so many people 
uploading their QSOs, and we hope it continues." 
 
LoTW is a repository of log records submitted by 
users from around the world. When both 
participants in a QSO submit matching QSO 
records to LoTW, the result is a "QSL" that can be 
used for ARRL award credit. There have been more 
than 5.6 million QSO matches since LoTW began 
operation on September 15, 2003. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Ridge 2 Meter Net Report: 

Apr 2006 

 
KI4DOS(Gary) 294     K4SUG(Ray) 298 
KI4DWN(Joy) 324     WB4UUQ(Tommy) 314 
W4IKO(Rusty) 324     KF4ZCC(Mike) 117 

WD4CYM(Karen) 60     KG4PFI(Don) 74 
W4DJW(Dave) 68     KC4JWM(Alice) 121 
 KB0KBJ(Steve) 69 
2063 checkins, 65 traffic, 30 sessions 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Field Day 2006 

 
The following is a letter from the ARRL to all 
participants of Field Day. 
 
Dear Field Day Participant: 

Not long ago, a couple of friends were asking me 
some Field Day related questions. One of them, a 
hardcore contester, was relating that propagation 
had really hurt their score in 2005 and cost them a 
chance at “winning” Field Day in their category. I 
think he was a bit surprised at my response, which 
was “Well, that shouldn’t have been the case. The 
number of QSOs you make during Field Day is 
really the least important part of Field Day. 
The majority of a successful Field Day happens 

before the first QSO is ever logged.” 
While some may disagree with the percentage, there 
can be little disagreement that the many of the most 

2006 Club and Board of Directors Meeting 

Dates: 

 

  Club            BOD 

June  5   19 
July  3   24 
August  7   21 
September 4   18 
October 2   23 
November 6   20 
December 4   18 
 

 
VE Testing Sessions 
Greenville - The WCARS VEs give exams the 
first Saturday each month (except May-Hamfest 
and September-2nd Weekend) at the American 
Red Cross Building on Grove Rd., Greenville, 
SC beginning at 8:30 AM. Contact Sue, N4ENX 
or John, ND4N for further details. 
N4ENX@charter.net 
Spartanburg - The Spartanburg VEs give 
exams the second Tuesday of every even month 
at the American Red Cross Building on Garner 
Rd., Spartanburg, SC, beginning at 7:00 PM. 
Contact W4NTO @ 864-583-6716 For further 
details. 
You must have original & photocopy of your 
license, plus any CSCE to be used for exam 
credit and a positive picture ID. 
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important parts of a successful Field Day happen 
prior to 1800 UTC on Saturday of the fourth full 
weekend in June. 
 
Some would say that the QSOs are almost anti-
climactic. I am not quite sure I would go that far, 
because the excitement the QSOs generate are an 
integral part of the event. But planning and 

preparation are at the core of this annual event, 
just as it was envisioned by F.E. Handy in 1933 
with the announcement of the very first Field Day. 
Each year thousands of individuals and groups 
spend months preparing for what to many is the 
most energetic, exciting 24-hours in the annual 
amateur radio calendar. The value of this intense 
preparation is the reason the event provides 
opportunities for so many bonus points. These 
bonuses are the reward for the time and talent it 
takes to test you abilities. 
 
The ARRL continues to promote the public 
relations and awareness aspects of Field Day. Site 
visits by state and local officials or representatives 
of served agencies are more than just a way to earn 
100-points. Their value comes from the ability to 
build the working relationship with these officials – 
exposing them to the resources we bring to the 
community. 
 
Last year, the bonus points were expanded to 
include a greater emphasis on youth involvement. In 
2006, this trend is being continued – and expanded 
– to highlight the importance of the Get-On-The-Air 
(GOTA) station. 
The bonus structure for QSOs made by 

operators of the GOTA station has been 

enhanced, hopefully to give a greater incentive to 

clubs and groups to share the operating 

excitement with newcomers to the hobby. 

Think back to the excitement you felt when you 
made your first QSO. Hopefully through the 
expanded GOTA bonus you will be able to help 
many new participants capture that feeling – and 
hopefully inspire them to stay active in our hobby. 
 

Field Day 2006 may be June 24-25 but you can 

start earning your FD Bonus Points today. Make 
a concerted effort to promote the activity to the 
officials and media in your community. Dedicate 
time to getting new people to your site and get them 
involved and active. The benefits will show in 

places far more important than your score. It will 
help the entire amateur community as we continue 
to adapt to the new challenges of the 21st century. 
 

Good luck and 73! 
 
 
The following pictures are from Field Day 1963. 

See if you can recognize anyone in the pictures. 

 

 
 

 


